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          Need Data 
          Contributes to eligible NR District 
          Noncontributing to eligible NR District 
 

I.  IDENTIFICATION  

1. Resource number:   5RT.3383 Parcel number(s): 

2. Temporary resource no.:  N/A 170000033 

3. County: Routt 

4. City: Steamboat Springs 

5. Historic building name:  Stukey House 

6. Current building name: Fischer / Norris House 

7. Building address: 1190 Merritt Street (aka 463 12th Street)  

8. Owner name and address: Mark J. Fischer and Mary Elizabeth (Norris) Fischer 

 
P. O. Box 772808 

Steamboat Springs, CO 80477 

 

National Register field eligibility assessment: Eligible  

State Register field eligibility assessment:    Eligible  

Local Landmark eligibility field assessment:      Eligible 
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II.  Geographic Information 
9. P.M.  6th     Township 6N     Range 84W  

NW ¼ of NW ¼ of NE ¼ of SW ¼ of section 8 

10. UTM reference (NAD 27) 

Zone 13; 344304 mE    4483761 mN 

11. USGS quad name:  Steamboat Springs, Colorado 

Year: 1969     Map scale: 7.5'  

12. Lot(s):  Tract 33   Block: N/A  

Addition: Village Green Addition to Steamboat Springs     Year of Addition: 1960 

13. Boundary Description and Justification: This legally defined parcel encompasses, but does not 

exceed, the land historically associated with this property. 

III.  ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

14. Building plan (footprint, shape):  L-Shaped Plan 

15. Dimensions in feet:  1085 square feet 

16. Number of stories: One 

17.  Primary external wall material(s):  Brick, Stucco, Wood / Vertical Siding  

18.  Roof configuration:  Flat Roof   

19.  Primary external roof material:  Asphalt Roof / Composition Roof 

20. Special features:  Porch, Garage / Attached Garage 

 

21. General architectural description:  

 Designed by Eugene Sternberg in 1959, this single-story residence incorporates a small kitchen, family 

room, hallway, two bedrooms, a bathroom, and an attached single-stall garage. Oriented to the south, 

the building is supported by an unpainted concrete foundation, with a French drain. There is no 

basement, although, there is a 3-foot crawl space beneath the main level. The main lower exterior walls 

are made of red brick laid in running bond. Horizontal bands of white stucco flank the windows and 

appear above the garage door. The upper wall surface, below the roof eave, is made of painted red 

board and batten. The roof over the dwelling portion is flat, while the roof over the attached garage has 

an extremely shallow reverse pitch. Known as a “Butterfly” roof, this form was frequently employed by 

Sternberg. A stained brown solid wood door, with three stepped upper sash lights, and covered by a 

white metal storm door, enters the façade from a carpeted concrete porch. A non-original glass-in-

wood-frame door is located on the east side. The home’s windows are casement type windows in metal 

frames. A round gold emblem fastened to the façade wall adjacent to the front door contains this text: 

“Total Gold Medallion Electrical Award. Gold Medallion Home. Live Better Electrically.” 

     

22. Architectural style/building type: OAHP Lexicon: Modern Movement 

     Steamboat Springs Lexicon: N/A 
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23. Landscaping or special setting features:  

This well-maintained property is located on the northwest side of what has been historically known as 

Merritt Street, with this property addressed as 1190 Merritt Street. The City of Steamboat Springs, 

however, is attempting to have this block of Merritt Street renamed as 12th Street with this property 

designated as 463 12th Street. The house is sited on a triangular-shaped parcel, on a hillslope 

overlooking the street. An angled asphalt driveway leads from the street up to the residence. The upper 

side of the driveway is flanked by wood timbers retaining wall. The other side is flanked by round steel 

surplus power poles from the Yampa Valley Electric Association.  A planted grass front lawn is 

between the residence and the driveway.    

 

24. Associated buildings, features, or objects:  

Shed 

A wood-frame shed is located at the south end of the driveway. This building’s exterior walls are clad 

with painted red vertical wood siding, and its roof is steeply pitched with a shed roof form and exposed 

rafter ends. A horizontal sliding door is on the north elevation.     

IV.  ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 

25. Date of Construction: Estimate:  Actual: 1959 

Source of information:  Eugene Sternberg Architectural Records, Index to Projects in 
Steamboat Springs, WH1003, Box 23, Western History Collection, 
Denver Public Library. 
 

26.  Architect: Eugene Sternberg 

Source of information:  Eugene Sternberg Architectural Records, Index to Projects in 
Steamboat Springs, WH1003, Box 23, Western History Collection, 
Denver Public Library. 
 

27.  Builder/Contractor: W. L. Pierce 

Source of information:  Mark Fischer and Mary Elizabeth (Norris) Fischer 

28.  Original owner: L. Glenn Stukey 

Source of information:  Eugene Sternberg Architectural Records, Index to Projects in 
Steamboat Springs, WH1003, Box 23, Western History Collection, 
Denver Public Library. 
 

 

29. Construction history (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions): 

This residence was designed by architect Eugene D. Sternberg and constructed in 1959 by W. L. Pierce 

a Steamboat Springs building contractor.  A prolific and highly-regarded architect, Eugene D. Sternberg 

designed over 400 buildings in Colorado, Wyoming and Nebraska. Born in Bratislava, Czechoslovakia 

on January 15, 1915, Sternberg earned a degree in architectural engineering in Prague. While pursuing 

graduate work in architecture at Cambridge University in England, World War II began.  He remained in 

London during the war, teaching part time at Cambridge.  He then joined the firm of Sir Abercrombie, 

where he was involved in rebuilding many of the homes and buildings destroyed by German bombing.   
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While in England, Sternberg met and married Barbara Edwards.  The couple immigrated to Ithaca, New 

York in 1945, where Sternberg had accepted an offer to teach at Cornell University. Faculty members at 

Cornell were not allowed to practice architecture, however, and largely as a result, Sternberg accepted 

a position to become the first faculty member at the University of Denver’s new School of Architecture.  

After arriving in Denver, Sternberg soon became associated with developer Edward Hawkins in the 

creation of the Arapahoe Acres residential development in Englewood, which is listed in the National 

Register of Historic Places (5AH.1434). Sternberg was attracted to the project because of his interest in 

the creation of "socially conscious modern housing, combining quality architectural design and 

economical construction." He would later bring these concepts to Steamboat Springs. Apart from 

Arapahoe Acres, Sternberg’s earliest commissions in the region involved the design of schools in 

Lusk, Wyoming, Sidney, Nebraska and Sterling, Colorado. He would go on to design over 400 

buildings, including other educational buildings, residences, and civic and commercial buildings. .  Mr. 

Sternberg died on June 5, 2005. 

 

In Steamboat Springs, in 1956, Mr. Sternberg designed the Yampa Valley Electric Association building 

at 32 10th Street (5RT. 2391), and subsequently earned commissions to design a number of other local 

buildings. Two of these are listed in the National Register: the Chamber of Commerce building at 1201 

Lincoln Avenue (5RT.2616), and the Steamboat Apartments at 302 11th Avenue (5RT.2624). Other local 

building designs credited to Sternberg include the Methodist Church at 736 Oak Street (5RT.2061), an 

addition to the Steamboat Springs Elementary School, and residences for the Neish, Ould, Pierce, and 

Stukey families.  

 

Sternberg designed this house at 1190 Merritt Street for L. Glenn Stukey, Manager of the Yampa Valley 

Electric Association. W. L. Pierce, who constructed several other local Sternberg designed buildings, 

was the general contractor. Befitting Sternberg’s modernistic approach and Stukey’s employment by 

the YVEA, it was designed and built as an “all electric home.” 

 

There have been no additions to this residence subsequent to its original construction. There are few 

interior alterations, and only one notable exterior alteration: an original set of casement windows on 

the east elevation was replaced by a set of paired glass-in-wood-frame doors. Previously, as originally 

built, the residence had only one entry door.  

 

30. Original location:  Yes   Date of move(s):  N/A 

V.  HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS 

31. Original use(s): Domestic / Single Dwelling 

32. Intermediate use(s): Domestic / Single Dwelling 

33. Current use(s): Domestic / Single Dwelling 

34. Site type(s): Single family dwelling 
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35.  Historical background:   

 This building was designed by Eugene D. Sternberg in 1959, and constructed by W. L. Pierce a local 

building contractor. L. Glenn Stukey was the original owner. A prominent local citizen, Mr. Stukey was 

Manager of the Yampa Valley Electric Association and Mayor of Steamboat Springs. Other subsequent 

owners and residents through the end of the 1980s were also executives employed by the Yampa Valley 

Electric Association. As listed in Steamboat Springs’ telephone directories, the home’s residents 

through the years include: L. Glenn Stukey (1959 – mid-1960s), Warren Hartman (mid-to-late-1960s), 

Charles Conrow (late 1960s – early 1970s), Stephen Elkins (mid-1970s – early 1980s), and Robert 

Simillion (early 1980s – 1990). Mark J. and Mary Elizabeth (Norris) Fischer purchased the property from 

Mr. Simillion in May 1990, and have owned and lived here from that time to the present. Mr. Fischer is 

an attorney. Mrs. Fischer is a classical musician and music teacher. 

 

36.  Sources of information:   

Eugene Sternberg Architectural Records, Index to Projects in Steamboat Springs, WH1003, Box 23, 
Western History Collection, Denver Public Library. 
 
Fischer, Mark and Fisher, Mary. Interview with Carl McWilliams, June 2016 
 
 Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph/ Mountain Bell Telephone Directories for Steamboat 
Springs, 1956 – 2009.  On file at the Denver Public Library, Western History Department. 

 
Routt County Assessor, Residential Property Appraisal Record. 
 
"Routt County Assessor/Treasurer Parcel Detail Information." 
 
Sanborn Insurance maps, published in July 1911 and June 1920 

 
"Steamboat Springs, CO. About 1910." Retrospective plat map compiled by Marcellus Merrill, January 
23, 1976. 

 

VI.  Significance 

37. Local landmark designation:  N/A   Date of designation: N/A 

Designating authority: N/A 

38. Applicable National Register Criteria: 
 
 A.  Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 

history; 

 B.  Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; 

 C.  Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or 
represents the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

 D.  Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory. 

 Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G (see Manual) 

 Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria 
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38A. Standards for Listing in the Colorado State Register of Historic Properties: Criteria for consideration of 
properties for nomination and inclusion in the Colorado State Register includes the following: 

 A.  The association of the property with events that have made a significant contribution to history; 

 B.  The connection of the property with persons significant in history; 

 C.  The apparent distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction, or artisan; 

 D.  The geographic importance of the property; 

 E.  The possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.  

    Does not meet any of the above State Register criteria 

38B. Applicable Steamboat Springs Landmark Criteria 

A building, site, structure or object may be eligible for designation as an Historic Resource on the 

Local Register if it meets at least one (1) criterion in one or more of the following categories: 

  

 1. Historic Importance. The building, site, structure or object has character, interest or value as part 

of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the City, State or Nation; is the site of an 

historic event with an effect upon society; is identified with a person or group of persons who had 

some influence on society; or, exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historic heritage 

of the community. 

 

 2. Architectural Importance. The building, site, structure or object portrays the environment of a 

group of people in an era of history characterized by a distinctive architectural style; embodies those 

distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen; is the work of an architect or master 

builder whose individual work has influenced the development of the City or contains elements of 

architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship which represent a significant innovation. 

 

3. Geographic Importance. The building, site, structure or object, because of being part of or related 

to a square, park or other distinctive area, should be developed or preserved according to a plan 

based on an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or, due to its unique location or singular physical 

characteristics, represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community 

or City. 

 

 Does not meet any of the above Steamboat Springs Landmark criteria.  

  

39. Area(s) of significance:  Architecture 

40. Period of significance:  1959 

41. Level of significance:   Local 
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42.  Statement of significance:  

 This residence is architecturally significant because it was designed by Eugene D. Sternberg, a 

renowned master architect whose work has influenced the development of Steamboat Springs. The 

house is also historically significant for its association with residential development in the Village 

Green Addition. It was the first home built in this subdivision, and directly influenced the construction 

of subsequent homes. This property qualifies for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, in 

the State Register of Historic Properties, and for local landmark designation. 

 

43. Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance:  

This property displays an overall high level of physical integrity, relative to the seven aspects of 

integrity as defined by the National Park Service and History Colorado - setting, location, design, 

materials, workmanship, feeling and association. There are no additions, few minor interior alterations, 

and only one exterior alteration: an original set of casement windows on the east elevation was 

replaced by a set of paired glass-in-wood-frame doors. Previously, as originally built, the residence had 

only one entry door.    

VII.  NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT 

44. National Register eligibility field assessment: Eligible 

 State Register eligibility assessment:  Eligible 

 Local Landmark eligibility field assessment:  Eligible 

45.  Is there National Register district potential?    No 

Discuss: Historic buildings within the survey area do not collectively possess sufficient historical or 

architectural significance, and/or display sufficient physical integrity, to comprise a State or National 

Register historic district. 

If there is N.R. district potential, is this building contributing or noncontributing?  N/A 

46. If the building is in an existing N.R. district, is it contributing or noncontributing?  N/A 

VIII.  RECORDING INFORMATION 

47. Photograph numbers:  CD #1, Images 109-114 

CDs/Negatives filed at: City of Steamboat Springs, 137 10th Street, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477  

48. Report title: Old Town Steamboat Springs Residential Survey Phase X  

49. Date(s):  June 28, 2016 

50.  Recorder(s): Carl McWilliams 

51. Organization: Cultural Resource Historians  

52. Address: 1607 Dogwood Court, Fort Collins, CO 80525  

53. Phone number(s): (970) 493-5270  
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Sketch Map 
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Location Map 
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CD 1, Image 110, View to NW 

CD 1, Image 109, View to SW 
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CD 1, Image 111, View to NNW 

CD 1, Image 112, View to SW 
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CD 1, Image 113, View to NW 

CD 1, Image 114, View to NE 


