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811-813-815 Lincoln Avenue 

 

 

I. CONSULTANT ANALYSIS SUMMARY 
The application for designation on the Steamboat Springs Register of Historic Places has been 

submitted for the Chief Theater located at 811-815 Lincoln Avenue.  Section 26-84 of the 

Community Development Code describes three criteria for being entered on to the register. 

 

Eligibility Criteria—Historic Resource Designation. A building, site, structure or object may be eligible 

for designation as a Historic Resource on the Local Register if it meets at least one criterion in one or 

more of the following categories: 

(1)  Historic Importance. The building, site, structure or object has character, interest or value 

as part of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the city, state or nation; is the 

site of a historic event with an effect upon society; is identified with a person or group of 

persons who had some influence on society; or, exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, 

social or historic heritage of the community. 

(2)  Architectural Importance. The building, site, structure or object portrays the environment of 

a group of people in an era of history characterized by a distinctive architectural style; 
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embodies those distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen; is the work of 

an architect or master builder whose individual work has influenced the development of the city 

or contains elements of architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship which 

represent a significant innovation. 

(3)  Geographic Importance. The building, site, structure or object, because of being part of or 

related to a square, park or other distinctive area, should be developed or preserved according 

to a plan based on a historic, cultural or architectural motif; or, due to its unique location or 

singular physical characteristics, represents an established and familiar visual feature of the 

neighborhood, community or city. 

 

II. BACKGROUND 
A Cultural Resource Survey – Architectural 

Inventory Form was created for the Chief Theater in 

2007 (see Attachment #1).  This form identifies this 

building as not eligible for the National Register or 

the local register.  It does, however, state in fields 44 

– 46 that the building could be contributory to a 

potential National Historic District.  The Steamboat 

Springs Downtown Historic District was later 

entered into the National Register in 2013.  The property is now considered a Contributing 

Resource in the Steamboat Springs Downtown Historic District (see Attachment #2). 

 

III. PRINCIPAL DISCUSSION ITEMS 
1. CD Code Criterion 

2. Seven Aspects of Integrity 

1. Location 

• Where and why the property was created or why something happened 

2. Design 

• Organization of space, proportion, scale, technology, ornamentation and 

materials 

3. Setting 

• Character of the place where the property was built. Relationships between 

buildings and its surroundings 

4. Materials 

• The physical elements that were combined during a particular period of time 

and in a particular pattern or configuration 

5. Workmanship 

• Physical evidence of the crafts of a particular people during a particular 

period in history 

6. Feeling 

• A property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a period of time 

7. Association 

• The direct link between an important event or person and the property. 
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IV. CONSULTANT FINDING 

The Chief Theater has gone through many physical modifications over the years but its main 

purpose has remained the same.  This application is being made under the CD Code Criteria (1) 

Historic Importance (see Attachment 3).    

 

The application form states “To have historic importance, the resource shall be at least 50 years old 

and: The building, site, structure or object has character, interest or value as part of the development, 

heritage or cultural characteristics of the City, State or Nation; is the site of an historic event with an 

effect upon society; is identified with a person or group of persons who had some influence on society; 

or, exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historic heritage of the community.”.  

 

 It also goes on to state “To qualify as an Historic Resource, a property must meet at least one 

criterion in at least one of the three categories. The specific criterion must be identified and a 

statement provided as to how the property meets each selected criterion. The explanation should 

summarize why the property meets the criteria and therefore has the exceptional, unusual, or 

outstanding characteristics that make it qualify as an Historic Resource.” 

 

Exceptional, unusual, or outstanding characteristics are defined by the seven aspects of integrity 

and not all historic resources are strong in all points.   

 

Association with Steamboat Springs commercial development since 1926 and Arthur Gumprecht 

as builder are solid themes that support nomination.  Location and setting also provide 

confirmation of that association as well as the continuation of the programs provided the current 

owners. 

 

Design, materials and workmanship of the original building are demonstrated through the 

preservation of the recessed entry and rounded entry arch.  Other elements surrounding the entry 

have been altered from the historic appearance as demonstrated in the historic photos (see 

Attachment 4). 

 

Feeling is evoked by either the aesthetic or historic sense of a period in time.  

 

In conclusion, a basic integrity test for a property associated with an important event or person is 

whether a historical contemporary would recognize the property as it exists today.     

 

V. MOTION 

Possible Motions 

 
HPC shall consider the application at a regularly scheduled or special meeting after the completion of 
the staff review. HPC shall approve, recommend modifications to, or deny the application.  
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VI. ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1: 

CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY – ARCHITECTURAL INVENTORY FORM 5RT.260 
 

Attachment 2:  

CITY OF STEAMBOAT SPRINGS NOTIFICATION OF NATIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICT – AUGUST 13, 2014 

Attachment 3:  

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION – APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC 

RESOURCE DESIGNATION  

Attachment 4:  

CHIEF THEATER – “THEN AND NOW COMPARISON” 

Attachment 5:  

CHIEF THEATER – ARTICLES 

 

 











STEAMBOAT SPRINGS HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC RESOURCE DESIGNATION 

 
Property Identification 
 
1. Address of Resource:   811, 813, 815 Lincoln Avenue 
 
2. Legal Description of Property: Lot 2 Block 30 Original Addition of Steamboat Springs 
 
3.  Historic Name:    Chief Theater 

Current Name:    Chief Plaza 
 

4.  Historic Use:  Recreation and Cultural Theater; Commerce and Trade/Specialty Store 
Present Use:  Recreation and Cultural Theater; Commerce and Trade/Specialty Store 
 

Historical Data Summary 
 
5.  Year of Construction: 1926 

Source of Information: Routt County Assessor, Commercial Property Appraisal Record; 
Sanborn Insurance map, June 1920; Colorado Cultural Resource 
Survey – Architectural Inventory Form #5RT.260 

 
6.  Architect or Builder: Arthur E. Gumprecht (Builder) 

Source of Information: Bettger, Susan, and Meyer, Susan. "It Was The Largest Theater in 
Northwest Colorado, The Chief Theater." Three Wire Winter, Winter 
1987, pp. 37-41. Located in clipping file at the Tread of Pioneers 
Museum; Colorado Cultural Resource Survey – Architectural 
Inventory Form #5RT.260 

  
7.  Original Owner:  Harry Gordon 

Source of Information: Bettger, Susan, and Meyer, Susan. "It Was The Largest Theater in 
Northwest Colorado, The Chief Theater." Three Wire Winter, Winter 
1987, pp. 37-41. Located in clipping file at the Tread of Pioneers 
Museum; Colorado Cultural Resource Survey – Architectural 
Inventory Form #5RT.260 

 
Photographs 
 
8.  Attach at least two (2) current 5x7 or larger photographs (black and white or color) 

showing the views of the property from the public right-of-way(s) and any important 
features or details. Polaroid photographs are not adequate. If available, attach 
copies of historic photographs of the structure. 
 
See attached photos. 

 



9.  Provide a sketch map of the property that includes the boundary of the property, a basic 
footprint of the resource, and additional relevant features (such as outbuildings, significant 
landscape features, etc.) 

See attached map 

 

Statement of Significance 
 
10.  Explain how the resource meets at least one criterion in one or more of the following 

categories. Please cite specific criteria in the summary. 
 
The Chief Theater is historically significant for its associations with Steamboat Springs' 
commercial development from the time of its construction in 1926. It has been in continuous 
use as a single stage and movie theater from that time to the present. 

 
Historic Resource Designation Criteria 

 
1. History. To have historic importance, the resource shall be at least 50 years old and: 
The building, site, structure or object has character, interest or value as part of the 
development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the City, State or Nation; is the site of an 
historic event with an effect upon society; is identified with a person or group of persons who 
had some influence on society; or, exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historic 
heritage of the community. 
 
The Chief Theater is historically significant for its associations with Steamboat Springs' 
commercial development from the time of its construction in 1926. It has been in continuous 
use as a single stage and movie theater from that time to the present.  
 
Sanborn Insurance maps indicate that this lot was initially developed prior to 1911. A map 
published in July of that year depicts a small building near the front center of the property. A 
circa 1910 plat map depicts perhaps the same building labeled "Tailor Smith." The 1920 map 
depicts three somewhat larger buildings all fronting directly onto Lincoln Avenue. These are 
respectively labeled "jewelry", millinery and restaurant. By 1926, these relatively small buildings 
had been removed as construction on the Chief Theater building was begun that year. Mark 
Schafermeyer, who owned the property in the mid-1920s, deeded it to Harry "Chief" Gordon in 
1926.  
 
Historically, the Chief Theater has been an important part of Downtown Steamboat Springs.  
Constructed by Arthur E Gumprecht, a well-known local builder, in 1926 and owned by Harry 
Gordon, the original 140' x 50' single story building had a seating capacity of 500 and was 
acclaimed as the largest theater in Northwest Colorado.  In addition to the theater seating, 
historic interior elements also included a stage, an orchestra pit with a player piano, expensive 
dark red carpeting with a yellow floral design, and heavy thick curtains. The building displayed 
Native American motifs throughout, with a concession stand named the "Kiva", and with an 
array of Indian symbols painted on the ceiling and along the top of the walls. In the early 1930s, 



an artist named Bob Smith created a series of Indian motif paintings which were prominently 
displayed in the auditorium and lobby. The original façade featured a center box office and 
entryway, flanked by glass cases where movie posters were displayed. The entryway was 
flanked on either side by large fixed-pane display windows and entry doors which entered other 
retail businesses located in the theater building.  
 
When the theater opened in early 1927, the Chief Theater was Steamboat Springs' second 
motion picture house, but it was the first to feature "talkies".  "Idle Rich" was reportedly the 
name of the first "talkie" shown in the Chief Theater.  
 
In 1936 Harry Gordon sold the Chief Theater to John Grieve.  Mr. Grieve owned the Theater 
until 1964 and then sold the building and the business to George Fick. The building's façade was 
remodeled in the mid-1960s, with what was termed an "Alpine" or "Nordic, Scandinavian" style 
façade. At the same time, the building's name was changed from the Chief Theater to the 
Village Theater.  
 
In 1970 Mr. Fick sold the building to Michael D. Barry. Barry relinquished ownership of the 
theater in 1978, but ended up re-acquiring it in 1986, when he changed the name to the Chief 
Plaza.  Mr. Barry continuously owned the theater until it was purchased by The Friends of the 
Chief Foundation in October 2012.  The Theater's current façade dates to 1986-1987, when the 
building was again extensively remodeled into a 4-plex modern movie theater. The large single 
theater inside was replaced by two smaller theaters, each with approximately 100 seats. Two 
other smaller spaces were converted into even smaller 50 seat theaters.  

After purchasing the building, Friends of the Chief Foundation (The Friends) remodeled the 
building removing the wall between the 2 larger theaters to create a single stage theater. One 
of the smaller theaters was turned into a black box space to provide for a variety of needs, art 
gallery, small performance room, receptions, etc. The concession stand was remodeled into a 
bar, the carpets were replaced, walls painted and a state of the art lighting and sound system 
was installed. Since the remodel, the Chief has been booking programming at least 6 months in 
advance. The mission of the Friends of the Chief is to preserve, program and manage the multi-
use historic Chief Theater that contributes to the cultural and economic vitality of Downtown 
Steamboat Springs, much like the original Chief Theater. Friends of the Chief is recognized as 
the progressive leader in providing a premier multi-use facility with diverse programming that 
contributes to the cultural and economic vibrancy of historic downtown. The Friends want to 
take that original mission of the Chief Theater to also maintain a multiuse cultural facility for the 
community of Steamboat Springs and communities of the Yampa Valley; foster emerging arts 
and cultural opportunities that include, but are not limited to performing, literary, visual, film 
and the culinary arts; encourage the growth of arts through education and outreach; program 
and support diverse art and cultural programs of the highest quality; advocate for historic 
preservation opportunities for the Chief Theater and the Historic Downtown District of 
Steamboat Springs, Colorado.  

 



In order for the Friends to be able to focus on their vision for the theater without having to keep 
up with the maintenance of the historic building, in December 2014, Jack and Mary McClurg 
through SBS Century Real Estate Holdings, LLC purchased the building in order to let the Friends 
focus on the community needs and help out with the building upkeep. 

 
Architectural Description 
 
11. Concisely describe the resource and its surrounds. 

a. Describe location and setting including physical context and relationship to neighborhood 
and other historic structures. 
b. Architectural description including mention of major features, uncommon design 
features, ancillary structures, and important landscape or site features. Also describe 
interior spaces with extraordinary design features (if any). 
c. Describe alterations to the exterior of the building. 

 
The Chief Plaza theater building is a single-story building, of brick masonry construction. The 
impressive symmetrical façade fronts onto the wide concrete sidewalk fronting Lincoln Avenue 
on the northeast elevation. Entrances into three retail spaces, currently occupied by the "Chief 
Plaza Theater," "Shoe Chalet & Boutique” and "Summit Shades" penetrate the façade wall. The 
entry into the theater is within a centered recessed entryway, set within a distinctive rounded 
arch. A set of paired, stained natural brown, glassin-wood-frame entry doors, lead from within 
the arched entryway into the theater lobby. These distinctive doors feature large bronze metal 
door handles with an Indian Chief Head motif. The doors are also flanked by distinctive 
sidelights, and topped by a transom light, all with bronze metal Art Deco designs. Similar metal 
Art Deco designs flank the façade wall to either side of the entryway arch. The recessed 
entryway is flanked on either side by a single-light fixed-pane storefront display window. Each 
of these windows has a projecting sandstone sill, and is covered by canvas awnings. Entry doors, 
leading into Shoe Chalet and Summit Shades, are respectively located at the southeast and 
northwest ends of these façade. Both of these are stained dark brown glass-inwood-frame 
doors, with bronze metal Art Deco designs. Both of these doors are topped by flat arches with 
central keystones. A large marquee for the theater projects over the sidewalk in front of the 
centered, arched, entryway. The façade wall itself is made of brown brick, laid in running bond, 
with brick columns at either end. A parapet wall extends above the roof line, culminating in a 
centered gabled parapet, located above and behind the marquee. The building's name "CHIEF 
PLAZA" appears in large block letters, centered above the marquee, on the wall of the gabled 
parapet. The top of the parapet wall all along the façade is finished with sandstone coping. The 
building's rear (southwest) elevation is made of rough-formed concrete over brick construction. 
Two steel service entry doors are located at either end of the rear elevation. A small portion of 
the upper northwest (side) elevation is visible. The wall here is also composed of rough-formed 
concrete over brick construction. The southeast (side) elevation wall is not visible because it 
abuts the adjacent building. 

 
This building is located on the southwest side of the 800 block of Lincoln Avenue (U.S. Highway 
40), in downtown Steamboat Springs. The historic 1905 First National Bank Building, which is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places is located immediately to the southeast at the 



corner of Lincoln Avenue and 8th Street. The Homesteader shop, at 817 Lincoln Avenue, abuts 
this building's northwest elevation.  

 
This building is historically significant for its associations with Steamboat Springs' commercial 
development from the time of its construction in 1926. It has been in continuous use as a movie 
theater from that time to the present. It is also architecturally notable, to a modest extent, for 
its early twentieth century commercial architectural characteristics. Due to a rather substantial 
loss of integrity, though, the building does not qualify for individual listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places or in the State Register of Historic Properties. The building also 
probably lacks the integrity to qualify for individual listing in the Routt County Historic Register. 
However, the building is significant to the downtown Steamboat Springs commercial 
development from the time of its construction through present as it’s been in continuous use as 
a theater. The building, also, is a contributing resource to the Steamboat Springs Downtown 
Historic District. 

 
This well-maintained landmark building has a modern (circa 1986-1987) façade and interior. 
While in keeping with the building's historic Native American theme, the building's current 
façade is significantly different than the historic façade. As a result, a sense of time and place 
relative to the historic theater building is now only partially in place. However, the current 
owners along with the Friends of the Chief have been actively working towards bringing back 
the original façade and interiors. In 2012 the single stage theater room was partially brought 
back by removing the wall between the 2 - 100 seat movie theaters to make a larger theater 
space for moving, performances, plays, speakers, parties, meetings. These changes are being 
made as a way to bring back the original character of the building, however, the significance of 
the what the building provides and has provided since it was first built has not been affected or 
undermined.  
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Application Information 
 
13. Owner:   Jack and Mary McClurg through SBS Century Real Estate Holdings, LLC  

Mailing Address: 8082 South Interport Blvd, Suite 200, Englewood, CO 80112 
Telephone:  303.589.5760 

14. Owner Consent to Designation: 
 

I / We, the undersigned, acting as owner(s) of, the property described in this application for 
Historic Resource designation do, hereby, give my consent to the designation of this structure 
as an Historic Resource. 
 

 
Signature:_____________________________ 

 
Printed name:__________________________ 

 
Date:___________ 

 

15. Applicant/Preparer Name:  Erica Hewitt  
 
Affiliation/ Interest in Property: Steamboat Architectural Associates 
Address:    PO Box 772910 

Steamboat Springs, CO 80477 
Telephone:    970.879.0819 

http://www.chieftheater.com/
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Then and Now Comparison

Photo: Tread of Pioneers 
- Circa 1926

Photo: File Photo- 2008

Photo: Erica Swissler 
Hewit - 2015



Chief Theater Historic Photos
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Photo: Tread of Pioneers - 1954

Photo: Tread of Pioneers - 1962
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Chief Theater Historic Photos

Photo: Tread of Pioneers - Circa 1926

Photo: Tread of Pioneers - 1936



Chief Theater Historic Photos
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Photo: Ken Proper “Then & Now: A History of Steamboat Springs, Colorado” 

Photo: Tread of Pioneers - Circa 1920’s Livery Barn before Chief Theater was built.

*Note date shown is incorrect and 
should reflect actual built date of 1926
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Chief Theater Historic Photos

Winter Carnival
Photo: Ken Proper “Then & Now: A History of Steamboat Springs, Colorado” 



Chief Theater Historic Photos
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Winter Carnival 1940’s 
Photo: David H Ellis &
Catherine H Ellis 
“Images of America: 
Steamboat Springs“

Photo: Tread of Pioneers - 1934
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Letter from Previous Owner
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Letter from Previous Owner
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Advertisement and Article “At The Chief” from the Steamboat Pilot dated Friday, September 30, 1932 



Winter of 1987 Steamboat Magazine
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Marquee and Donor Wall


