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I. CITY OF STEAMBOAT SPRINGS HISTORIC REGISTER  – STAFF 

ANALYSIS SUMMARY 

 
Staff finds that the Bourguin House at 63Oak Street eligible to the City’s Historic 
Register as an Historic Resource.  The Bourguin House is listed on the Routt County 
Register of Historic Places.  Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation 
Commission approve listing of the Bourguin House as an Historic Resource.   

     
 
 
 

Bourguin House  

 
 

II.  BACKGROUND 

The City of Steamboat Springs Historic Register was created in 2009.  The Historic 
Preservation Policy Review Committee reviewed historic preservation policies in 2007 
and 2008 and recommended the creation of the City’s historic register.  The 
Committee also recommended that all properties within the City of Steamboat Springs 
already listed on the Routt County Register of Historic Places be automatically listed 
on the newly created City Register.  Additionally, the Committee recommended that 
the City of Steamboat Springs designate the City-owned historic properties on the City 
of Steamboat Springs Historic Register.       
.     
 

III. PRINCIPAL DISCUSSION ITEMS 
Since the Bourguin House is already listed on the Routt County Register of Historic 
Places, the Bourguin House is eligible to the City of Steamboat Springs Historic 
Register.          
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IV. NOMINATION DESCRIPTION 

  
See attached Steamboat Springs and Routt County historic register nominations 
for information regarding the nominated property.   

 
 
V. HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC) 

The Historic Preservation Commission will review the nomination for the Bourguin 
House to the City of Steamboat Springs Historic Register on July 2.   
 

VI. PROJECT ANALYSIS 

The following section provides staff analysis of the application as it relates to 
nomination criteria as outlined in Ordinance 2230.   It is intended to highlight those 
areas that may be of interest or concern to HPC, staff, or the public. For a 
comprehensive list of designation criteria, standards and requirements applicable to 
this proposal please refer to Ordinance 2230 or contact the staff planner.  
  

A) KEY ISSUES 

Ordinance 2230, Sec. 26-84(f) 
 

1) Staff Analysis: Eligible; the attached historic register nomination suggests 
that the Bourguin House qualifies for listing on the City of Steamboat 
Springs Historic Register as an Historic Resource.       

 
 

     
VII. STAFF FINDING & RECOMMENDATIONS  

Recommended Resolution  
The City of Steamboat Springs’s Historic Preservation Commission hereby resolves that  
the Bourguin House at 634 Oak Street, which is more particularly described as Lot A,634 
Oak Street Townhomes, Section 17, Township 6 North, Range 84 West, Steamboat 
Springs, CO, is eligible for listing on the Steamboat Springs Register of Historic Places 
as an Historic Resource under Criterion 1 in the area of History and Criterion 2 in the 
area of Architecture as set forth in the Routt County Register of Historic Places 
designation and approves inclusion of the Bourguin House in the Steamboat Springs 
Register of Historic Places. 

   
 
VIII. ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1 – City of Steamboat Springs Historic Resource Application 
Attachment 2- Routt County Register of Historic Places nomination 
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STEAMBOAT SPRINGS HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC RESOURCE DESIGNATION 

 
Property Identification 
 
1. Address of Resource: 634 Oak Street, Steamboat Springs, CO 80487 
 
2. Legal Description of Property:  Lot A, 634 Oak Street Townhomes, Section 17, 

Township 6 North, Range 84 West 
 
3. Historic Name: Bourguin House 

Current Name: Mountain Architecture House 
 

4. Historic Use: Residential/ Single Dwelling 
Current Use: Commercial/ Office Building 

 
Historical Data Summary 
 
5. Year of Construction: 1891 

Source of Information: Routt County Assessor’s Records 
 

6. Architect or Builder: unknown 
Source of Information: 
 

7. Original Owner: Albert Bourguin (Bourquin) 
Source of Information: Routt County Assessor’s Records 
 

Photographs 
 
8. Attach at least two (2) current 5x7 or larger photographs (black and white or 

color) showing the views of the property from the public right-of-way(s) and 
any important features or details.  Polaroid photographs are not adequate.  If 
available, attach copies of historic photographs of the structure.  
(See Attached) 

 
9. Provide a sketch map of the property that includes the boundary of the 

property, a basic footprint of the resource, and additional relevant features 
(such as outbuildings, significant landscape features, etc.)  
(See Attached) 
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Statement of Significance 
 
10. Explain how the resource meets at least one criterion in one or more of the 

following categories.  Please cite specific criteria in the summary. 
 
The Mountain Architecture House is a significant building for the community of 
Steamboat Springs as well as for Routt County in general.  This circa 1891 residential 
building is an architectural reflection of the early development of Steamboat Springs, and 
is eligible for designation to the Steamboat Springs Register of Historic Places due to its 
Historic (in the area of local heritage) and Architectural significance. 
 
The Mountain Architecture House exemplifies the development of a Colorado frontier 
town and is a physical manifestation of the desires of the early residents in the 
community to produce a certain style of residence.  What had begun as a pioneer 
homestead for the Crawford family in 1876 had turned into a western town where citizens 
sought to replicate architectural styles popular from their past home towns.  The 1891 
construction of the board and batten Gothic Revival building reflects the hopes and 
aspirations of an early pioneer family for a permanent residence with architectural details.  
Additionally, the Mountain Architecture House is a significant local example of the 
Gothic Revival style of architecture.  The Gothic Revival style is very rare in Routt 
County and the Mountain Architecture House is the best of the very few known locally 
surviving examples.  The steeply pitched roof with steep cross gable, asymmetrical 
massing, board and batten siding, oriel and bay windows, and decorative truss are all 
details that help define this particular architectural style.  Although the building has 
undergone remodeling projects; it currently remains as the best example in Steamboat 
Springs of the Gothic Revival style and historic photographs and maps indicate that it 
looks basically the same today as it did in the early 1900s.1 
 
History and Background:  
 
The property was constructed in 1891 and originally owned by Albert Bourguin 
(Bourquin).  The property was sold to T.W. Parkinson (F.W. Parkinson) in 1901.2  F.W. 
Parkinson came to Routt County in the early days, freighted from Wolcott to Steamboat.  
For a number of years took up a homestead in what is known as the Strawberry belt.  He 
also purchased town lots on which he built small structures that rented readily and 
brought him handsome income.  He become prominent in politics, was postmaster of 
Steamboat for a number of years, and also had a prosperous mercantile business at one 
time known as Bradford & Parkinson.3  At one point, he became first assistant sergeant of 
arms in the state senate.4  He was also appointed police magistrate for Steamboat Springs.  

                                                
1 Schaffer, Laureen, Mountain Architecture House, Routt County Register Nomination, 2003. 
2 Routt County Assessor’s Office. Steamboat Springs, CO. 
3 “Old Pioneer Crosses over the Great Divide,” Apr. 21, 1911. Routt County Sentinel, Steamboat Springs, 

CO. http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org 
4 “Sixteen Years Ago,” Jan. 24, 1919, Routt County Sentinel, Steamboat Springs, CO. 

http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org 
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F.W. Parkinson added on to the residence in 1901.5  F.W. Parkinson sold the residence in 
1905 to James and Irene Furlong for $1,300.6   
 
James Furlong moved to Steamboat to help his brother with the Furlong hardware store.  
They changed the name of the hardware store to Furlong Brothers.  The hardware store 
was in the Furlong building (next to the Routt National Bank Building).  His brother E.O. 
Furlong bought him out in 1908 and James Furlong and his family left Steamboat 
Springs.  They sold the house in 1908 to A.H. Poppen. 
 
A.H. Poppen was connected with the First National Bank (he was President for a time), 
was a member of the town board of trustees, and was one of the substantial citizens of 
Steamboat.7  A.H. Poppen ran for the board of County Commissioners and for Mayor of 
Steamboat.  He lost the mayoral election by 29 votes.8  A.H. Poppen was president of 
First National Bank when they decided to expand the First National Bank building (also 
known as the Rehder Building).9  The Poppen Building was on Lincoln Avenue between 
6th and 7th Street.  Poppen was elected to the committee to extend the railroad to Craig.  
He was nominated to be a judge for the East Steamboat Precinct on the Democrat ticket.  
He was also involved in the Commercial Club and the Congregational Church.  A.H. 
Poppen sold the residence to Sam Stevens in 1929.  A.H. Poppen did reside in the house 
with his family and mother.10   
 
Sam Stevens was a juvenile officer for the County Court and the deputy game warden for 
Routt and Moffat County.11  Sam Stevens sold the property to Thomas and Rosay Barnes, 
who in turn sold it to Harry and Elaine Rehder.   
 
Harry Rehder was a rancher who owned a sheep ranch in Pleasant Valley.  His family 
homesteaded Rehder Ranch around 1900.  His son Henry Rehder and his wife Helen 
bequeathed Rehder Ranch Nature Preserve to Yampa Valley Land Trust and the Nature 
Conservancy.  For a short period of time, Harry Rehder and his wife lived at the 
Mountain Architecture house.   
 
Through the different owners, there have been remodels, but the house remains basically 
the same today as it did in the early 1900s.  The Mountain Architecture remains an 
excellent local example of the Gothic Revival style.  The Gothic Revival began in 

                                                
5 “Sixteen Years Ago,” Apr, 27, 1917, Routt County Sentinel, Steamboat Springs, CO. 

http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org 
6 “Sixteen Years Ago,” Apr. 29, 1921, Routt County Sentinel, Steamboat Springs, CO. 

http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org 
7 “Early Morning Wedding,” Jun. 6, 1913, Routt County Sentinel, Steamboat Springs, CO. 

http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org 
8 “Town Election Warm Affair,” Apr. 10, 1914, Routt County Sentinel, Steamboat Springs, CO. 

http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org 
9 First National Bank Advertisement, Jan. 19, 1910, Steamboat Pilot, Steamboat Springs, CO. 

http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org 
10 Apr. 23, 1920, Routt County Sentinel, Steamboat Springs, CO. 

http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org 
11 “Sam Stevens Appointed Deputy Game Warden,” Feb. 21, 1919, Routt County Sentinel, Steamboat 

Springs, CO. http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org 
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England in the 18th Century and appeared in the United States from about 1840 to 1880.  
This style was not as popular in the West as the contemporaneous Italianate and Greek 
Revival styles.  Most surviving Gothic Revival styles are located in the northeast United 
States where American architects originally popularized the style.  Additionally, the style 
was considered appropriate for rural properties and natural settings.12  As common with 
most architectural styles in Steamboat Springs, the style appeared later locally than in 
more accessible areas of the state.  
 
The steeply pitched roof with steep cross gable, asymmetrical massing, board and batten 
siding, oriel and bay windows, and decorative truss are features of the Gothic Revival 
style and are all characteristics of the Mountain Architecture House.  The building is a 
restrained version of the often elaborate style; consistent with Routt County’s values and 
modest homes.  An early Steamboat Springs photo from the 1900s reveals that the house 
originally did not have the oriel window and therefore probably did not feature the 
decorative shingle patterning.  The newer oriel window and alterations are not 
unsympathetic to the original Gothic Revival style except for the decorative shingles 
which are not original and are visually and stylistically confusing. The Mountain 
Architecture House is still the best surviving local example of the Gothic Revival style as 
it appeared in Steamboat Springs and maintains the ability to depict a sense of the 
community’s architectural history.  The building maintains its original location, setting, 
materials, design, feeling, workmanship, and association.13                         

                                                
12 McAlester, Virginia and Lee.  Pg. 200, A Fieldguide to American Houses.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 

1997.  
13 Schaffer, Laureen, ibid. 
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Architectural Description 
 
11. Concisely describe the resource and its surrounds. 
 
This resource typifies the typical modest residential construction along the north side of 
Oak Street.  The resource is located in the original town of Steamboat Springs.  The 
resource is currently on the Routt County Historic Register and is across the street from 
the Christian Science Church which is also on the register.  The resources along the north 
side of Oak Street are examples of local, vernacular styled residential architecture that 
have expanded to accommodate multiple residences or businesses. The buildings along 
Oak Street are representative of early 20th century styles and local tastes.  Overall, this 
resource adds to the eclecticism of residential resources along Oak Street.14  Based on the 
research on this resource, the majority of the residences on Oak Street were owned by 
people involved in the economic growth that shaped and expanded Steamboat Springs.    
 
The resource has an irregular shaped plan.  It is 37’x 32’.  The building is 1 ½ stories and 
rests on a stone foundation clad in river cobble that encloses a partial crawl space.  The 
resource is clad in vertical board and batten siding and has decorative fish scale shingles 
at the gable ends.  The building has a cross gabled metal roof.  The south (front) elevation 
has a sheltered porch, formed by a gable entry hood extending beyond the wall and 
bearing onto timber posts which bear onto a river cobble base.  The door is centered on 
this elevation; two bay windows are located at either side of the main entry door.  The 
west bay extends to the upper floor and provides another bay window in the upper gable 
end (oriel).  The west elevation shapes the private drive that extends back to a duplex 
behind the resource.  (The duplex is not being included in the nomination.)  One divided 
light double hung window is located at the northwest end.  The north (rear) side includes 
an addition with a shed roof, a between level window lights the stair well and is a divided 
light double hung.  Another double hung is further east where a rear entrance is centrally 
located forming a shotgun composition from the main entry.  Two divided light double 
hung windows are located at the northeast corner.  The east elevation is obscured from 
view and contains only one divided light casement window.15     
 
The resource has undergone a few alterations to its massing and some changes in 
detailing.  An early Steamboat Springs photo from the 1900s reveals that the house 
originally did not have the oriel window and therefore probably did not feature the 
decorative shingle patterning.  The newer oriel window and alterations are not 
unsympathetic to the original Gothic Revival style except for the decorative shingles 
which are not original and are visually and stylistically confusing. The new window 
assemblies and the addition in the rear were done in 1960 and alter the appearance of 
those elevations.  These changes, however, do not undermine the original character of the 
house.16   
        

                                                
14 Colorado Cultural Resource Survey, Architectural Inventory Form. Resource number 5RT-1855, 634A 
Oak Street, 2002. 
15 Colorado Cultural Resource Survey, ibid. 
16 Schaffer, Laureen, ibid. 
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ADDENDUMS 
 
OWNERS OF CURRENT KAMINSKI PARCEL (ROUTT COUNTY ASSESSOR’S 
RECORDS) 
 
Block 6, Lot 8, Lot A, 634 Oak St. Townhomes 
 
GRANTOR    GRANTEE    DATE 
 
Wanda Brehmer   Jan Kaminski (etal)(JT)  11/29/2001 
 
Joseph Burton Glenn III  Wanda Brehmer   07/10/2000 
 
Beverly Burns Glenn   Joseph Burton Glenn III  11/30/1998 
Joseph L. Burton Glenn 
 
Gerald L. Denofsky   Beverly Burns Glenn   05/25/1990 
     Joseph L. Burton Glenn 
 
Les A. Liman    Gerald L. Denofsky   08/12/1981 
 
E.G. Hibbert    Les A. Liman    10/10/1975 
 
Harry E. Rehder   E.G. Hibbert    05/31/1973 
 
Elaine V. Rehder   Harry E. Rehder   07/02/1973 
 
Thomas E. and Rosay Barnes  Elaine V. and Harry E. Rehder (JT) 05/08/1970 
  
Mary E. Stevens   Thomas E. and Rosay Barnes  09/16/1945 
 
Sam T. Stevens   Mary E. Stevens   09/06/1939 
 
A.H. Poppen    Sam T. Stevens   06/19/1929 
 
Guerten Poppen   A.H. Poppen    03/26/1914 
 
A.H. Poppen    Guerten Poppen   12/14/1910 
 
Irene M. Furlong   A.H. Poppen    05/22/1908 
 
T.W. Parkinson   Irene M. Furlong   04/29/1905 
 
Albert Bourguin   T.W. Parkinson   05/10/1901 
 
Steamboat Springs Company  Albert Bourguin   02/24/1890 
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