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I. CITY OF STEAMBOAT SPRINGS HISTORIC REGISTER  – STAFF 

ANALYSIS SUMMARY 

 
Staff finds that the Yock Barn at 1620 Pine Grove Road is eligible to the City’s Historic 
Register as an Historic Landmark.  The resource is significant under Criterion 1 in the 
area of History by its association with agriculture, under Criterion 2 in the area of 
Architecture as a good example of vernacular architecture and under Criterion 3 in the 
area of Geography as an established community feature in a City Park.  Staff 
recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission approve listing of the Yock Barn 
as an Historic Landmark.   

     
 
 
 

Yock Barn 

 
II.  BACKGROUND 

The City of Steamboat Springs Historic Register was created in 2009.  The Historic 
Preservation Policy Review Committee reviewed historic preservation policies in 2007 
and 2008 and recommended the creation of the City’s historic register.  The 
Committee also recommended that all properties within the City of Steamboat Springs 
already listed on the Routt County Register of Historic Places be automatically listed 
on the newly created City Register.  Additionally, the Committee recommended that 
the City of Steamboat Springs designate the City-owned historic properties on the City 
of Steamboat Springs Historic Register.       
.     
 

III. PRINCIPAL DISCUSSION ITEMS 
Principal Discussion items should include:  
-Qualification for inclusion on the City of Steamboat Springs Historic Register 
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-Is the resource significant under Criterion 1 in the area of History, Criterion 2 in the area 
of Architecture and Criterion 3 in the area of Geography? 
-Does the resource retain integrity from the time period? 

 
IV. NOMINATION DESCRIPTION 

 See attached nomination.   
 
 
V. HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (HPC) 

The Historic Preservation Commission will review the nomination for the Yock 
Barn to the City of Steamboat Springs Historic Register on July 2.   
 

VI. PROJECT ANALYSIS 

The following section provides staff analysis of the application as it relates to 
nomination criteria as outlined in Ordinance 2230.   It is intended to highlight those 
areas that may be of interest or concern to HPC, staff, or the public. For a 
comprehensive list of designation criteria, standards and requirements applicable to 
this proposal please refer to Ordinance 2230 or contact the staff planner.  
  

A) KEY ISSUES 

Ordinance 2230, Sec. 26-84(f) 
 

1) Staff Analysis: Eligible; the attached historic register nomination suggests 
that the Yock Barn qualifies for listing on the City of Steamboat Springs 
Historic Register as an Historic Resource.       

 
 

     
VII. STAFF FINDING & RECOMMENDATIONS  

Recommended Resolution  
The City of Steamboat Springs’s Historic Preservation Commission hereby resolves that  
the Yock Barn at 1620 Pine Grove Road, which is more particularly described as PT of 
Yock Barn Park (Public PK), Barn Village at Steamboat Subd, TA20SS, 2.438A (RMDR 
1.8699 TA 25) & TA25, 1.8699(RMDR 2.438A TA20SS) Section 21, Township 6N, Range 
84W, Steamboat Springs, the boundary includes the barn and the property extending 15 feet 
in each direction to form a rectangle from the footprint of the barn, is eligible for listing on 
the Steamboat Springs Register of Historic Places as an Historic Landmark under 
Criterion 1 in the area of History by its association with agriculture, under Criterion 2 in 
the area of Architecture as a good example of vernacular architecture and under Criterion 
3 in the area of Geography as an established community feature in a City Park and 
approves inclusion of the Yock Barn in the Steamboat Springs Register of Historic 
Places. 
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VIII. ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1 – City of Steamboat Springs Historic Landmark Application 
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The Yock Barn 
Application for Historic Landmark Designation  

Steamboat Springs 
Colorado 

2009 

 
 

 
 

Yock Barn.  Photo courtesy of the City of Steamboat Springs. 
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STEAMBOAT SPRINGS HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

 
Property Identification 
 
1. Address of Resource: 
 1620 Pine Grove Road, Steamboat Springs, Colorado 
 
2. Legal Description of Property:   
 PT of Yock Barn Park (Public PK), Barn Village at Steamboat Subd, TA20SS, 2.438A 

(RMDR 1.8699 TA 25) & TA25, 1.8699(RMDR 2.438A TA20SS) Section 21, Township 6N, 
Range 84W.  The boundary includes the barn and the property extending 15 feet in each 
direction to form a rectangle from the footprint of the barn. 

 
3. Historic Name:    Yock Barn 
 Current Name:    More Barn, Steamboat Barn 
 
4. Historic Use:    Agricultural/Subsistence 
 
 Present Use:     Landscape/Park 
 
Historical Data Summary 
 
5. Year of Construction:  Barn: Circa 1926—1928. Shed addition 1951 

Source of Information: Application for Routt County Historic Register 
 

 
6. Architect or Builder:  Barn: Martin J. “ Chick” Yock (1926) 
     and Cliff Curtis (1951) 
 Source of Information: Application for Routt County Historic Register 
 
7. Original Owner of Barn: Lena Yock family 

Source of Information: Application for Routt County Historic Register 
 
 
8. Photographs 
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Statement of Significance for the Yock Barn 
  
10. Explain how the resource meets the criteria established in Sec.26-84(g) for Local 

Landmark Designation.  Please cite specific criteria in the summary.  A Local Landmark 
must meet the criteria for Historic Resource designation and at least two of the following 
additional criteria:  

 
Local Landmark Designation Criteria 
 

1. Must be of overwhelming historic or architectural importance and significance to the 
entire community. 

2. Possesses such unusual or uncommon significance that the potential demolition or 
major alteration would diminish the character and sense of place in the community. 

3. Contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history. 

4. Represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction, yet represents an established and familiar feature to the community. 

5. Has significance to the community’s history to the extent that it illustrates and 
commemorates the City’s collective past and helps define the community’s identity. 

 
Historic Resource Designation Criteria 
 
1. History. To have historic importance, the resource shall be at least 50 years old and: 

The building, site, structure or object has character, interest or value as part of the development, 
heritage or cultural characteristics of the City, State or Nation; is the site of an historic event with 
an effect upon society; is identified with a person or group of persons who had some influence on 
society; or, exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historic heritage of the 
community. 

 
2. Architecture.  To have architectural importance, the resource shall be at least 50 years old and: 

The building, site, structure or object portrays the environment of a group of people in an era of 
history characterized by a distinctive architectural style; embodies those distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural-type specimen; is the work of an architect or master builder 
whose individual work has influenced the development of the City or contains elements of 
architectural design, detail, materials and craftsmanship which represent a significant innovation. 

 
 
3. Geography. To have geographical importance, the resource shall be at least 50 years old and: 

The building, site, structure or object, because of being part of or related to a square, park or other 
distinctive area, should be developed or preserved according to a plan based on an historic, 
cultural or architectural motif; or, due to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, 
represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City. 
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The Yock Barn qualifies as a Local Landmark for the City of Steamboat Springs. 

It is of overwhelming importance and significance and its potential demolition or alteration 

would greatly diminish the character and sense of place of this community.  The Yock Barn 

illustrates the City’s collective past, and helps to define the community’s identity. 

 The Yock Barn is locally significant to Steamboat Springs and Routt County under 

Criterion 1, History.  The wooden barn features animal stalls and storage areas on the ground 

floor with large hay loft above.  The barn was part of a successful ranch and dairy farm operation 

established by Lena Yock and her family in the early 1900s.  During that era, agriculture was an 

integral part of the local economy.  Lena’s son, Martin (Chick) Yock, built the barn between 

1926 and 1928. In 1951, Cliff Curtis, Chick Yock’s brother-in-law, built a shed-roofed addition 

for heifers on one side of the barn.  The Yocks sold the 160 acre parcel on which the barn is 

located to Jerry and Loraine Yock in 1957.  The Yocks added the property to their adjoining 

cattle ranch holdings south of Steamboat Springs.  

 With the increasing growth of the Steamboat Ski Area, however, rising property values 

and nearby urbanization made agricultural operations increasingly difficult. Beginning in the 

1970s, the Yock family began to sell off portions of the ranch. The 18 acre parcel with the barn 

and other structures was the last piece of property to leave the family, changing hands in July 

2007.   The buyer, Mountain Property Development Inc., donated a 2.43 acre parcel with the 

barn to the City of Steamboat Springs for use as a passive park in March 2008.  The barn and its 

nearby buildings are now isolated reminders of the thriving high country agricultural operations 

that once surrounded the town of Steamboat Springs.  

 While not yet 50 years ago, in the early 1970s the Yock Barn acquired a national level of 

significance when it was used to promote the Steamboat Ski Area on Mount Werner.   Marketers 

designed a poster showing two horseback riders in ski clothes wearing cowboy hats breaking a 

trail in the snow. With skis balanced across their saddles and the Yock Barn and ski runs of 

Mount Werner in the background, the image of the cowboy skiers became the iconic image of 

skiing at Steamboat, where western history blended with recreational skiing.  For many years the 

Yock family shrewdly made the most of their ownership of the barn to grant permission to 

photograph the building only to those who would pay for it. 

 The one and a half story Yock Barn is significant to Steamboat Springs under Criterion 

2, Architecture.   It is not the work of a master builder, but is a good example of western 
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vernacular architecture, with use of local materials and simple construction methods.  The barn 

has a stone foundation, log walls, and gable ends of sawn wood. Vertical boards protect the ends 

of the square-notched logs.   The gambrel roof is corrugated metal, with a hay hood projecting 

over the front gable.   A 1951 shed-roofed addition, the heifer barn, is attached to the main barn 

on the southeast side.  It is constructed of vertical wooden boards topped by a corrugated metal 

roof.  The barn is an example of early pioneer building in northwestern Colorado, essentially 

unchanged from its original appearance.  

 The Yock Barn is also significant to Steamboat Springs under Criterion 3, Geography.  

The barn is prominently situated on a rise in a large open meadow visible from Pine Grove Road 

nearby.  The surrounding approximately two acres comprise a City Park.  The Yock Barn is very 

much an established and familiar visual feature of the community. 

 

Background 

See attached Routt County Historic Preservation Board Application form for Local Designation. 

(26 pages)  
 

Architectural Description 
 
11.   Concisely describe the resource and its surrounds. 

The Yock Barn is located on the high point of a 2.438 acre parcel of land defined on the 

north and east sides by access roads for the Steamboat Barn Village subdivision, on the west by 

Pine Grove Road, and on the south by the remains of a barbed wire fence going through a gently 

sloping meadow. Huge rock boulders roughly mark the northwest and southeast corners. There 

are no trees on the parcel, but the meadows around the buildings are lush with grass. 

 The Yock Barn is a one and a half story gambrel roof structure facing southwest; with a 

later one story shed roofed addition attached to the south side. A simple rock foundation supports 

the entire structure. The barn walls are made of large square-notched logs. Interestingly, the logs 

show signs of having beetle kill. Most of the original chinking between the logs is gone. Vertical 

planks on the corners cover the log ends.  Broad horizontal planks cover the gable ends above. 

The barn roof is corrugated metal over a wooden frame. The front gable displays a hay hood 

above the door to the hay loft.  A large dutch door on the north end of the west facade of the barn 

provides access to the main floor, and two small square wood framed windows with wooden 

doors illuminate the interior.  Two similar openings illuminate the north facade. The east facade 

 8

4b-9



displays a batten door on the south end of the barn with an adjacent small window.  The attached 

heifer shed is of board and batten construction. The shed’s facade displays a small window and 

batten door.  The shed’s south facade is penetrated by two small openings. Returning to the main 

or west facade, a batten door provides a second access to the shed’s interior. 

 

Surrounding Structures  

 The adjacent machine shop is slightly east and south of the barn.  It is of board and batten 

construction, with a corrugated metal shed roof that slopes to the south. There is no foundation. 

The north or front facade displays two sets of large batten double doors that open onto a large 

room with a dirt floor. Another door on the west side of the north facade provides access to a 

storage room with a raised wooden floor. There are no windows. 

 A pile of deteriorated logs, siding, roofing material and poles rest on the north side of the 

barn with vegetation growing through the collection. It appears to be the remains of an 

agricultural outbuilding. Slightly to the west of this are parts of a wooden cattle loading chute, 

and a pile of corral poles, and fencing material. 

 The Yock’s pioneer cabin, now in ruins, is west and slightly south of the barn. It was last 

lived in during the 1950s.  The walls and roof have collapsed and the building is no longer 

habitable.  The cabin appears to be two log cabins connected in an L shape. It is constructed with 

square notched logs, and uses substantial square log purlins to support the roof.  The foundation 

is not visible, and the floor is covered with debris.  Doors penetrate the gable ends of the cabin 

on both the north and west facades. There are two openings on both the south and west facades 

that may be either windows or doors. Remnants of wallpaper are evident inside the cabin, and 

metal screens once covered the windows. A utility box on the east side indicates that the cabin 

once had electricity.  

 

Integrity  

Adjacent commercial buildings and landscaping now obscure sight of the barn from some 

directions.  Yet standing in front of the barn, one can still imagine how dramatic its original 

setting was:  tall pine trees along nearby Fish Creek to the north, the rolling meadows around the 

barn, huge rock boulders scattered beyond the fences, and the spectacular background of Mt. 
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Werner rising behind it.   The Yock barn has sufficient integrity as related to the seven aspects- 

setting, location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 

 

Bibliography 
 
12. Archives and Web Sites 
 Colorado Historic Newspaper Collection Web Site  
 McPherson, Tina. Yock Barn Application for Routt County Historic Designation. 
  Prepared for Historic Routt County!, 1999. This document has an extensive  
  bibliography. 
 Routt County Assessor Records 
 Routt County Historic Preservation Web site 
 
 Publications 
 Noble, Allen G. and Richard K. Cleek. The Old Barn Book. A Field Guide to North  
  American Barns and Other Farm Structures. New Jersey: Rutgers University  
  Press, 1995. 
 Schaffer, Laureen Lafferty.  Agricultural Context of Routt County. Steamboat Springs: 
  Historic Routt County!, UC Denver, City of Steamboat Springs, 2000 and 2005.  
 Towler, Sureva.  The History of Skiing at Steamboat Springs. Steamboat Springs: Routt  
  County Research, 1987. 
 Upton, Dell, editor. America’s Architectural Roots. Ethnic Groups that Built America. 
  New York: Preservation Press, 1986. 
 
 

Application Information 
 
13. Owner:  City of Steamboat Springs 
 
 Mailing Address: PO Box 775088, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477 
 
 Telephone:  970-879-2060 
 
14. Owner Consent to Designation: 
 
I / We, the undersigned, acting as owner(s) of, the property described in this application for Local 
Landmark designation do, hereby, give my consent to the designation of this structure as a Local 
Landmark . 
 
Signature:_____________________________    
 
 
Printed name:__________________________         
 
 
Date:___________ 
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15. Applicant/Preparer Name:  Arianthé C. Stettner  
  
 Affiliation/ Interest in Property: Historic Routt County!  
      Completion of nomination process for this resource  
      initiated by HRC! in 1999. 
      Steamboat Springs application prepared June 16, 2009.   
 
 Address:    PO Box 880220, Steamboat Springs, CO 80488 
 
 Telephone:    970-879-1986
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9. Sketch Map 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Yock Barn Site Map. (Subject parcel is shaded). Courtesy of the City of Steamboat Springs. 
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