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Mission and Vision  

Our vision is to give teens a voice in our community.   

Our mission is to demonstrate to the community that teens are valuable assets and care about 
issues that affect teens and all citizens. We seek to raise awareness of issues important to teens 
and enable their voices to be heard. We hope to accomplish this by educating the community 

about who we are through events, community service, surveys, forums, and serving as a channel 
and resource for the benefit of all teens, thus creating a win-win situation that provides common 

ground for teens and adults. 



  

3

 
Letter to the Community   

Thank you for expressing an interest in the Steamboat Springs Teen Council.   

In only our third year of existence the council is extremely proud of all of our accomplishments 
and we are excited for future endeavors.  

The Teen Council is made up of sixteen young adults between the ages of 14 and 18. We chose to 
join Teen Council because of a genuine interest in serving the City of Steamboat Springs and to be 
representatives for the teens in our community. We hope to act as the official advisory board to 
our elected officials on all relevant youth policies. Ultimately our goal is to provide a powerful 
voice in the community so that teen perspectives are heard and satisfied, instead of being held up 
in the intimidating minutia of city politics.  

Our mission is to give teens a voice in our community. Our charge is to demonstrate that teens 
are valuable assets and that they care about matters that affect teens and the community. We seek 
to raise awareness of issues important to teens and enable their voices to be heard. We hope to 
accomplish this by educating the community about who we are through events, community 
service, surveys, forums, and to serve as a channel and resource for the benefit of all teens, thus 
creating a win-win situation that provides common ground for teens and adults.   

We serve to: 

 

Identify the unmet needs of youth in the City of Steamboat Springs; 

 

Advocate for youth policies by making recommendations to City Council; 

 

Comment and make recommendations to City Council or any other decision making 
group on any and all youth related matters; 

 

Provide an avenue of expression and comment for teens.  

We humbly present our annual report to you.  

In service,   

Austin Ritzel 
President 
Steamboat Springs Teen Council 
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2008 / 2009 Members  

Ian Anderson   Junior, Steamboat Springs High School  
Chloe Banning   Junior, Lowell Whiteman School 
Kelsey Butler   Junior, Steamboat Springs High School 
Matthia Duryea   Junior, Steamboat Springs High School 
Kayleigh Esswein   Sophomore, Steamboat Springs High School 
Chrissy Ford    Senior, Steamboat Springs High School 
Courtney Garth   Junior, Steamboat Springs High School 
Maria Hillenbrand   Sophomore, Lowell Whiteman School 
Weston Kim    Senior, Steamboat Springs High School 
Charlotte Letson   Junior, Steamboat Springs High School 
Anna Marno    Junior, Lowell Whiteman School 
Shane McLean   Junior, Lowell Whiteman School 
Mia Quick    Junior, Steamboat Springs High School 
Hannah Ramirez   Junior, Steamboat Springs High School 
Austin Ritzel   Sophomore, Steamboat Springs High School 
Maggie Stanford   Freshman, Steamboat Springs High School 
Sierra Weir    Senior, Steamboat Springs High School 
Ally Wetzler    Junior, Steamboat Springs High School    



  

5

 
2009 / 2010 Council Officers  

Austin Ritzel, President   Junior, Steamboat Springs High School 
Interests: World Issues, Wrestling, Politics 
Issues: Curbing Teen Drinking/Drug Use, Teen Activities    

Matthia Duryea, Vice President  Senior, Steamboat Springs High School 
Interests: Volleyball, Basketball, Singing 
Issues: Teen Involvement and Teen Activities   

Shane McLean, Secretary   Senior, Lowell Whiteman School 
Interests: Skiing, Meditation, Hop Scotch, Art 
Issues: Stress Management for Teens and the Environment     

Maria Hillenbrand, Public Relations Junior, Lowell Whiteman School 
Interests: Skiing, Soccer, Tennis    
Issues: City Growth and Development               
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2009 / 2010 Council Members  

Chloe Banning   Senior, Lowell Whiteman School 
Interests: Snowboarding, Flute, Hockey 
Issues: Affordable Teen Activities, Skate Park, Teen Involvement in the 
Community   

Codi Coghlan   Freshman, Steamboat Springs High School 
Interests: Writing, Art, Skiing 
Issues: Environment, Poverty, Animal Abuse, Racism     

Shelby Dyer    Junior, Lowell Whiteman School 
Interests: Skiing, Dancing, Kayaking, Traveling, the Environment 
Issues: Having a more environmentally friendly city   

Charlotte Letson   Senior, Steamboat Springs High School 
Interests: Choir, Cheerleading, Student Council 
Issues: Activities for Teens   

Penn Lukens    Freshman, Steamboat Springs High School 
Interests: Skiing, Lacrosse 
Issues: City Growth, Activities for Teenagers    

Anna Marno    Senior, Lowell Whiteman School 
Interests: Ski Racing, Horseback Riding, Mountain Biking and Backpacking 
Issues: Helping with Green Issues     
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Owen McIntosh   Sophomore, Steamboat Springs High School 
Interests: Traveling, Learning Languages (Chinese) 
Issues: Drug Use, Hunger, Water Distribution    

Nick Parnell    Senior, Steamboat Springs High School 
Interests: Playing Guitar, Counseling Younger Kids, Longboarding  
Issues:  Tobacco Use on School Grounds, Diversity    

Mia Quick    Senior, Steamboat Springs High School 
Interests: Soccer, Traveling, Reading, Baking, Color Coding  
Issues: Environment, Recreation Opportunities, Community Service    

Sam Samlowski   Freshman, Steamboat Springs High School 
Interests: Golf, Lacrosse, Archery, Baking, Friends, Long Walks on the Beach 
Issues: Drug Use, Participation in School Activities, a “Cleaner” Steamboat   

Maggie Stanford   Sophomore, Steamboat Springs High School 
Interests: Dance and Volleyball 
Issues: Community Service  

                                                                                                                                                                      
Allison Williams   Freshman, Steamboat Springs High School 
Interests: Volleyball, Basketball, Tennis, Dance, Snowboarding 
Issues: The Teen Space, Drugs in School and the Community        
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Staff Liaisons  

Brooke Lightner, City of Steamboat Springs, Teen Programs Coordinator 
Interests: Soccer, Snowboarding, Reading, Knitting and Spreadsheets 
Issues: Teens as assets to the community     

Dervla Lacy, Grand Futures Prevention Coalition (GFPC), Routt County Director 
Interests: Skiing, Hiking, Traveling, Reading and Ice Cream 
Issues: Providing positive adult role models and keeping youth ATOD (Alcohol, 
Tobacco and other Drugs) free       
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History  

Spring of 2007—Grand Futures Prevention Coalition(GFPC) and the City of Steamboat Springs 
Teen Programs(TP) initiated focus groups with students to address their perception that they 
“lack non parent adult role models” and the “community does not value youth,” according to the 
2005 Search Institute: Profile Of Our Youth survey.   

Fall of 2007—Regular meetings began during the Steamboat Springs High School’s lunch hour. 
Four students from the (SSHS) Leadership class were assigned to attend meetings and contribute 
to the council’s development.   

October 2007—Colleen Lyon (GFPC) and Brooke Lightner (TP), attended the Teen Team Youth 
Summit in Windsor, Colorado to network with Teen Councils from across the state and gather 
information and resources.  

January 2008— Four members of Teen Council travelled to Greeley to attend and observe an 
official teen council meeting. The students brought their observations back to the group for 
reference in creating an application and recruiting process.  

March 2008—Official ‘Steamboat Springs Teen Council’ meetings moved outside of SSHS, to 
include students from Lowell Whiteman School, Christian Heritage and the Steamboat Springs 
Middle School in an effort to create a council reflective of the larger teen community. SSTC 
designed a logo, developed a mission and vision statement, established goals and prepared for 
presentations to the community.  

Fall 2008—Officers were elected for the Steamboat Springs Teen Council 2008/2009 term.  

December 2008—Teen Council began the planning process to conduct a comprehensive survey of 
peers in order to identify goals and priorities for Council.  SSTC began drafting survey questions 
and concepts, as well as planning for the execution of this survey to students at both Lowell 
Whiteman High School and Steamboat Springs High School.  

January 2009—Teen Council disseminated the Teen Survey to approximately 400 teens at Lowell 
Whiteman School and Steamboat Springs High School.  

March 2009—Results of the Teen Council survey compiled by OMNI Institute in Denver and 
provided to Teen Council.  Teen Council also presented to the Human Resource Coalition and 
Parks and Recreation Commission on its recent accomplishments. 
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April 2009—Teen Council representatives spoke in favor of the “Ice Arena Bump Out Project” at 
City Council as a designated teen space, thereby influencing City Council to delegate funds to the 
design of this space.  

May 2009—Teen Council members summarized results of the Teen Survey.  SSTC extended 
invitations to new members, while at the same time celebrated the graduation of some of its 
founding members.  Officers were also elected for the 2009/2010 term.  

Present—The council has been hard at work, meeting on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month at 
6:15 p.m. at the Community Center, working towards the dissemination of the Teen Survey 
results to various organizations, agencies and government officials, as well as developing 
substance-free activities and events for all teens and increasing public awareness about the 
Steamboat Springs Teen Council.     
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Steamboat Springs Teen Council Accomplishments  

 
Attended the Teen Team Summit in 2007 & 2008, a conference for Youth Councils across 
the state 

 
Developed Mission & Vision statements 

 
Designed a LOGO 

 

Orientation Meeting & Retreat summer 2007 for goal setting for 2008/2009 

 

Elected Officers for 2008/2009 and 2009/2010 

 

Created an Annual Report for 2007/2008 and 2008/2009 

 

Marched in the July 4th & Winter Carnival parades to increase awareness in the community 

 

Presented  to City Council, Human Resource Coalition and Parks and Recreation 
Commission to increase awareness 

 

Conducted survey of peers to identify goals and priorities for council 

 

Compiled and analyzed survey results 

 

Various Community Service projects 

 

Created a Facebook page to promote Teen Council  

Steamboat Springs Teen Council Goals  

 

Create Teen Survey Results Summary to share with agencies, organizations, government 
officials and other stakeholders 

 

Establish Work Committees based on Survey Results and Elect Committee Chairs 

 

Coordinate/participate in: events, forums, surveys, and community service to build public 
relations 

 

Build a Teen Council website to increase awareness 

 

Complete 60 “green shirt” community service hours 

 

Advocate for and assist in the process of developing a teen space 

 

Executive Committee to produce the 2009/2010 Annual Report 

 

Attend one Leadership / Professional Development opportunity      
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Steamboat Springs Teen Council Survey Results  

In the fall 2008, the Steamboat Springs Teen Council began the process of creating a survey of 
high school students to determine what issues are important for teens in our community. Our 
intention was to use that information to define our goals and priorities.  Teen Council members 
wrote the survey questions themselves. In the spring of 2009, we distributed the survey to 
students at the Steamboat Springs High School and Lowell Whiteman School and gathered nearly 
300 legitimate responses from local area teens.  The results were compiled by the OMNI Institute, 
a social science research firm in Denver, Colorado, which assists non-profits across the state with 
their evaluation needs.  Members of the SSTC then reviewed and summarized the data relating to 
these questions.    

Question 1 asked teens to “List 3 things that you like about living in Steamboat Springs.” The 
primary responses were: 

 

Winter Sports 

 

Close Community 

 

Mountains   

Question 2 asked teens to “List 3 things you dislike about living in Steamboat Springs.” The 
majority of responses were: 

 

Boring 

 

Weather 

 

Tourism   

Some other interesting responses include: Expensive, No place to hang out, Alcohol and  
drugs, Lack of diversity and Cops targeting teens.  

Question 3 asked “What specific activities would you like to see available for teens that you feel 
are lacking?”  The main responses were: 

 

Indoor Sports 

 

Outdoor Activities 

 

Teen Center / Recreation Center 

 

Affordable Activities  

Question 4 asked “What do you do when you hang out with friends?”  
The responses were extremely varied, but predictable for instance, “watch movies, chill, go  
to someone’s house, ski, talk, eat”, but it is interesting to note that a few mentioned using  
drugs and alcohol.  
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Question 5 asked: “If you were given a dedicated ‘teen space’ by the community, what kind of 
atmosphere would you like it to have?”  

Again, the responses varied greatly, but some reoccurring answers were: table games,  
cheap food, couches, television, video games and movies, music and many others.    

Another common theme was it being a teen space, not somewhere with younger children  
around.   

Additionally, Teen Council developed a comprehensive list of ideas from the survey and  
from our own brainstorming session of what teens would want in a teen center. While the  
list is too long to be included in this report, it is available to the public by contacting the  
Teen Council. 

   
Question 6 asked: “Do you feel that teens have positive role models in our community?” 

 

43% said Yes 

 

11% said No, but of those that said no, 38% named a role model  

 

46% said Not Sure, but of those that said they were not sure, 53% named a role model     

Many teens named parents, teachers and coaches as role models.  

Question 7 asked: “Do you feel that alcohol and/or drugs are a problem in our community?” 

 

58% responded Yes 

 

26% responded No 

 

16% responded Not Sure  

Question 8 asked: “How do you define responsible alcohol use for teens and adults”  
Again, responses varied greatly, however, majority of people wrote; “Don’t drink and  
drive” or Don’t lose control”.   

Question 9 asked: “Do you feel that teens are valued by the community?” 

 

45% said No 

 

26% said Yes 

 

29% said Not Sure   

Question 10 asked: “Do you feel that teens have a voice in your community?” 

 

56% said No 

 

15% said Yes 

 

29% said Not Sure   
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The survey also asked teens if they were “very concerned”, somewhat concerned or “not at all 
concerned” about a list of issues.   

“Affordable Teen Activities” and “Climate Change” had the most “very concerned”  
responses followed closely by “Dedicated Community Space for Teens”.  

In conducting this survey, the Steamboat Springs Teen Council gained guidance for establishing 
our goals and objectives, thereby working to achieve our vision of providing a voice to teens 
within the community.  This survey overwhelmingly indicated that affordable teen activities and 
having a dedicated teen space are extremely important to local area teens.  Additionally, Teen 
Council determined that many teens feel that alcohol and drugs are a problem in our community. 
Finally, we realized that not many teens know about Teen Council and that we are here to act as 
representatives for their opinions and values.    

Based on these responses, during the 2009-2010 term SSTC will work to 
1.) Increase the awareness of Teen Council, it’s vision, mission and objectives 
2.) Develop affordable activities for teens 
3.) Assist in the process of getting a dedicated teen space 
4.) Provide education to teens and adults alike within the community surrounding teen 

issues, including underage drinking and drug use.  

If you would like to review the survey results in their entirety, or would like to contact the 
Steamboat Springs Teen Council, please see our contacts listed on the next page.
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Contact Us:         

Teen Council meets the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of every month (September-May) at the Steamboat 
Springs Community Center at 6:15 p.m.  

Meetings are open to the public.  

For more information or to reach us:  

Steamboat Springs Teen Council 
ssteencouncil@gmail.com

  

Brooke Lightner 
City of Steamboat Springs Teen Programs 
970-879-4300 ext: 355 
blightner@steamboatsprings.net

  

Dervla Lacy 
Grand Futures Prevention Coalition 
970-879-6188 
dervla@grandfutures.org

    


