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Mission and Vision 

 

Our vision is to give teens a voice in our community.  

 

Our mission is to demonstrate to the community that teens are valuable assets 

and care about issues that affect teens and all citizens. We seek to raise awareness 

of issues important to teens and enable their voices to be heard. We hope to 

accomplish this by educating the community about who we are through events, 

community service, surveys, forums, and serving as a channel and resource for 

the benefit of all teens; thus creating a win-win situation that provides common 

ground for teens and adults. 
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Letter to the Community  

 

Thank you for expressing an interest in the Steamboat Springs Teen Council.  

 

In our first year of existence, we are proud of our accomplishments and hope to 

serve the community by providing a voice for teens on important social, 

environmental and political issues. 

 

The Teen Council is made up of fourteen people between the ages of twelve and 

seventeen. We elected to join Teen Council because of our genuine interest in  

serving the City of Steamboat Springs and being representatives for the teens in 

our community. We hope to act as the official advisory board to our elected 

officials on all relevant youth policies. 

 

Our mission is to give teens a voice in our community. Our charge is to 

demonstrate that teens are valuable assets and that they care about matters that 

affect teens and the community. We seek to raise awareness of issues important 

to teens and enable their voices to be heard. We hope to accomplish this by 

educating the community about who we are through events, community service, 

surveys, forums, and to serve as a channel and resource for the benefit of all 

teens; thus creating a win-win situation that provides common ground for teens 

and adults.  

 

We serve to: 

 Identify the unmet needs of youth in the City of Steamboat Springs 

 Advocate for youth policies by making recommendations to City Council 

 Comment and make recommendations to City Council or any other 

decision making group on any and all youth related matters 

 

We humbly present our annual report to you. 

 

In service,  

 

2007/2008 Steamboat Springs Teen Council 
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Founding Members 
 

Ian Anderson   Sophomore, Steamboat Springs High School  

Interests: Hockey   

Issues: Social Host Ordinance 

 

Chrissy Ford    Junior, Steamboat Springs High School 

Interests:  Soccer, Horseback Riding, Snow Boarding, Skiing & Tennis   

Issues:  Expansion of Steamboat Springs and Activities for Teens 

 

Courtney Garth   Sophomore, Steamboat Springs High School 

Interests:  Soccer   

Issues: Preservation of Open Space, City Growth and Development 

 

Maria Hillenbrand   Freshman, Lowell Whiteman School 

Interests: Skiing, Soccer, Tennis    

Issues: City Growth and Development 

 

Charlotte Letson   Sophomore, Steamboat Springs High School 

Interests: Choir, Cheerleading, Student Council 

Issues: Activities for Teens 

 

Mia Quick    Sophomore, Steamboat Springs High School 

Interests: Soccer, Travelling, Reading, Baking, Color Coding  

Issues: Environment, Recreation Opportunities, Community Service & 

Volunteerism 

 

Sierra Weir    Junior, Steamboat Springs High School 

Interests:  Horses, Art & Skiing  

Issues: Expansion of Steamboat Springs & Stereotyping of Teens 
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Staff 

 

Brooke Lightner, City of Steamboat Springs, Parks, Open Space and Recreational 

Services Department, Teen Programs Coordinator. Brooke has been with Teen 

Programs since August 2002. A Teen Council has been a dream of hers for over 

six years. Her job is to provide safe, affordable, substance free recreation 

programs for teens. Her passion is to empower the teens in our community to 

become a resource for policy and decision makers so that they are viewed as 

assets.  

 

Colleen Lyon, Grand Futures Prevention Coalition, Routt County Director. 

Grand Futures is a 501(c)3 non-profit substance abuse prevention organization 

with a vision of supportive, healthy communities where individuals make 

positive lifestyle choices. Colleen has a degree in Sociology and Environmental 

Science and has always been passionate about the wellness of people and the 

planet.  She also has a passion for empowering youth and teens to get involved 

with their community and become advocates for the issues they care about. 
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History 
 

Spring of 2007—Grand Futures Prevention Coalition(GFPC) and the City of 

Steamboat Springs Teen Programs(TP) initiated focus groups with students’ to 

address their perception that they ‘lack non parent adult role models’ and the 

‘community does not value youth’, according to the 2005 Search Institute: Profile 

Of Our Youth survey.  

 

Fall of 2007—Regular meetings began during the Steamboat Springs High 

School’s lunch hour. Four students from the (SSHS) Leadership class were 

assigned to attend meetings and contribute to the council’s development.  

 

October 2007—Colleen Lyon (GFPC) and Brooke Lightner (TP), attended the Teen 

Team Youth Summit in Windsor, Colorado to network with Teen Councils from 

across the state and gather information and resources. 

 

January 2008—Brooke and Colleen took four students to Greeley to attend and 

observe an official teen council meeting. The students brought their observations 

back to the group for reference in creating an application and recruiting process. 

 

March 2008—Official ‘Steamboat Springs Teen Council’ meetings moved outside 

of SSHS, to include students from Lowell Whiteman School, Christian Heritage 

and the Steamboat Springs Middle School in an effort to create a council 

reflective of the larger teen community.  

 

Present—the council has been hard at work, meeting on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday 

of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Center, designing a logo, developing 

a mission and vision statement, establishing goals and preparing for 

presentations to the community.    
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Steamboat Springs Teen Council Accomplishments 

 

 Represented at the Teen Team Summit in October 2007 

 Attended Greeley Teen Council meeting 

 Created application and application process 

 Recruited new members 

 Developed Mission & Vision statements 

 Designed logo 

 Had T-shirts and sweatshirts made with logo 

 Presented to City Council, May 2008 

 Represented Teen Council in the 4th of July parade 

 

Steamboat Springs Teen Council Goals 

 

 Plan an Orientation Meeting & Retreat this summer for goal setting for 

2008/2009 

 Elect Officers 

 Attend Teen Summit in November 2008 

 Coordinate/participate in: events, forums, surveys, and community 

service 

 Build a Teen Council website 

 Create an Annual Report for 2007/2008 

 Present Human Resource Coalition 

 Further develop relationship with City Council 
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Contact Us: 

 

Teen Council meets the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of every month at the Steamboat 

Springs Community Center at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Meetings are open to the public. 

 

For more information or to reach us: 

 

Brooke Lightner 

City of Steamboat Springs Teen Programs 

970-879-4300 ext: 355 

blightner@steamboatsprings.net 

 

Colleen Lyon 

Grand Futures Prevention Coalition 

970-879-6188 

colleen@grandfutures.org  

 

 

Or on the WEB at: 

 

www.ssteencouncil@yampavalley.info 

 

 

mailto:blightner@steamboatsprings.net
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